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Calligraphy square

6 openings & 13 artists
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At the Calligraphy square in the heart of Sharjah area and as part of the activities of Islamic
Arts Festival 25th edition, His Excellency Abdullah bin Mohammed AL Owais Chairman of the
Department of Culture in Sharjah and Mr. Mohammed Ibrahim Al qaseer Director of Gultural Af-
fairs Directorate at the Department of Culture and Festival Director inaugurated six exhibitions
featuring Arabic calligraphy, Hurufyyat and golden ornamentations. The inauguration was at-
tended by Aisha Deemas Director General at Sharjah Museums Authority in addition to a large
number of artists, journalists and Arabic calligraphy enthusiasts.

Whereas, the Sharjah Calligraphy Museum hosted the solo exhibition of the Emirati artist Abdul-
qader Alrais, entitled “Serenity of Letter”. The Sharjah Centre for the Art of Arabic Calligraphy
and Islamic Ornamentation hosted two exhibitions, one by the Moroccan calligrapher Abder-
rahim Gouline, entitled “Manifestations of a verse”, and the second one is “Jewels of Letters”
exhibition by Turkish calligrapher Ferhat Kurlu. The Calligrapher Studios celebrated two exhibi-
tions: «Scripted in Sharjah» by three Arab calligraphers, and «Contemporary in lllumination Art”
by six artists. As for the Emirates Society for Arabic Calligraphy and Islamic Ornamentation, it
hosted the exhibition «The Kiswah of the Holy Kaaba... between Majesty and Dazzling”.
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“Serenity of Letter”
& “Gontemporary in lllumination Art”
... flashes of creativity

Al Owais, Al Qaseer, and the audience began their tour from the solo exhibition “Serenity of
Letter” of the renowned Emirati artist Abdulgader Alrais, which is primarily focusing on a
collection of his impressive Hurufyya (Letterism) paintings. In addition to a painting captur-
ing the essence of the Sharjah Grand Mosque, which presents a significant opportunity to
delve into Alrais’s journey within the realm of Hurufiyya, exploring his transition from the
expanses of abstraction following the path laid by prior Arab Hurufiyya artists.

The audience listened to the artist’s explanations about the paintings, most of which he
created in watercolor on paper and in different sizes, in which the artist was keen to create
harmony between the letter and the surrounding colorful space.

The attendees enjoyed a distinguished tour at the Calligrapher Studios, which hosted the
exhibition “Contemporary in lllumination Art” with the participation of six artists from Tur-
key, and they are as following Orhan Daghli, Hatice Dilek, Selma Kalkan, Fatma Betiil Vu-
ral, Fatma Dudukcu, and Masoumeh Moradi. The artworks reflected an important aspect
in highlighting the art of illumination, through illuminating the Qur’an and mosques with
authentic traditional ornamentations.

Such authentic and fine elements were employed through free geometric artistic formations
that remarkably reveal the artist’s ability in evolving certain visual elements known for their
strict systems and rules into feelings that enrich the viewer’s visual experience through
contemporary illumination designs and compositions.

In addition, the Calligrapher Studios hosted “Scripted in Sharjah” exhibition with the par-
ticipation of Abdulrazzaq Al Mahmoud from Syria, and Moamen El Sharkawi and Yasser Al
Ashry from Egypt, where their exceptional calligraphy works, revealed so much of their
creativity in Arabic calligraphy arts.
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The kiswah of the Holy Kaaba...
between Majesty and Dazzling

The Emirates Society for Arabic Calligraphy and Islamic Ornamentation hosted the exhibi-
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tion «The kiswah of the Holy Kaaba... between Majesty and Dazzling” which is organized in
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cooperation between the Society and Al Kwon Centre for Culture and Creativity. The Centre
has paid special attention to the architecture of the Holy Kaaba and its Kiswah throughout
history, specifically since its inception by Prophet Ibrahim peace be upon him, and until the
present time.

Al Kwon Centre for Culture and Creativity is recognized as a scientific research institution
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specialized in the field of architecture and Islamic arts. It was established in 1422 AH, corre-
sponding to 2001, in Mecca Al-Mukarramabh. It is specialized in collecting and documenting
the material and moral heritage of the Two Holy Mosques and preserving this magnificent
heritage throughout the history, from its inception through the Islamic era and its various
historical periods, until the Saudi era.

At the Sharjah Centre for the Art of Arabic Calligraphy and Ornamentation, Al-Owais, Al-Qa-
seer, and the audience viewed both exhibitions “Manifestations of a verse” and “Jewels of
Letters”. In the first exhibition, the audience observed the diversity of Moroccan calligraphy
in particular the mabsout script that originally descended from the kufic of the Qur’an and
the Islamic West manuscripts, and it branched into the fine/the delicate and the Jali scripts
as demonstrated in the works of Abderrahim Gouline.

In addition, the exhibition “Jewels of Letters” by Ferhat Kurlu included two groups, one are
ink artworks decorated with gold and other are made of pure gold, and was written with
spiritual and meaningful words.
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Islamic Arts Festival 2023 Programme. From 13 December 2023 till 21 January 2024. The festival hosts

several workshops held by artists from different countries of the world.
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